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others, en route for Selkirk’s Settlement, Oregon and Cali-
fornia. He appeared a learned and much travelled man,
and having been during the course of former travels, and
during a long connection with the Hudson Bay Company,
a sojourner more or less among the DBlackfeet, he had
learned of the existence of the above peculiar custom.

Another peculiar trait among the Algies is that which
has already been fully dwelt upon under the head of their
Totemic division. There is nothing to which I can com-
pare the purity and rigid conformity with which this
division into families has been kept for centuries and pro-
bably ages, amongst the Ojibways, as the division of the
Hebrews into tribes, originating from the twelve sons of
Jacob. Another peculiarity which has most forcibly struck
my mind as one worthy of notice, and which in fact first
drew my attention to this subject, is the similitude which
exists between the oral traditions and lodge stories of the
Ojibways with the tales of the Hebrew patriarchs in the
Old Testament. '

They tell one set of traditions which treat of the adven-
tures of eight, ten, and sometimes twelve brothers. The
youngest of these brothers is represented in the many tra-
ditions which mention them, as the wisest and most be-
loved of their father, and lying under the special guardian-
ship of the Great Spirit. In one tradition under the name
of Wa-jeeg-e-wa-kon-ay (Fisher skin coat) he delivers his
brethren from divers difficulties entailed on them from
their own folly and disobedience. In another tradition he
is made to supply his brethren with corn. The name of
the father is sometimes given as Ge-tub-e. The similarity
between these and other traditions, with the Bible stories
of Jacob and his twelve sons, cannot fail to attract the at-
tention of any person who is acquainted with both ver-
slons. ‘

The tradition of the deluge, and traditions of wars



